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Chapter 1 

Gleanings from  

Lot’s household  
 
 
Genesis 19 
And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing 
them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground; And he said, 
Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry all night, and 
wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will 
abide in the street all night.  And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and 
entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did 
eat. But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house 
round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter: And they called unto Lot, and said 
unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we 
may know them. And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him, And 
said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly.  Behold now, I have two daughters which have not 
known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your 
eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof. And 
they said, Stand back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs 
be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. And they pressed sore upon the 
man, even Lot, and came near to break the door. But the men put forth their hand, and pulled 
Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door. And they smote the men that were at the door of 
the house with blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the 
door.  And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? Son in law, and thy sons, and 
thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place:  For we will 
destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the LORD; and 
the LORD hath sent us to destroy it. And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which 



married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city. 
But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law. And when the morning arose, then the 
angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou 
be consumed in the iniquity of the city.  And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, 
and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful 
unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city. And it came to pass, when 
they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither 
stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.  And Lot said unto 
them, Oh, not so, my LORD:  Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou 
hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape 
to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die: Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it 
is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live. And he 
said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this 
city, for the which thou hast spoken. Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do anything till thou 
be come thither. Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar. The sun was risen upon the earth 
when Lot entered into Zoar. Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone 
and fire from the LORD out of heaven; And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all 
the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. But his wife looked back from 
behind him, and she became a pillar of salt. And Abraham gat up early in the morning to the 
place where he stood before the LORD: And he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward 
all the land of the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a 
furnace. And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered 
Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the 
which Lot dwelt.  And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two 
daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two 
daughters. And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our father is old, and there is not a man in 
the earth to come in unto us after the manner of all the earth: Come, let us make our father drink 
wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. And they made their 
father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with her father; and he perceived 
not when she lay down, nor when she arose. And it came to pass on the morrow, that the firstborn 
said unto the younger, Behold, I lay yesternight with my father: let us make him drink wine this 
night also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father.  And they 
made their father drink wine that night also: and the younger arose, and lay with him; and he 
perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose. Thus were both the daughters of Lot with 
child by their father. And the first born bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the 
father of the Moabites unto this day.  And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name 
Benammi: the same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day. 
 

The relationship between mothers and daughters is a very strong key unto raising 

daughters that reflect Biblical womanhood. The Bible has equipped the modern-

day mother and daughter with different biblical stories, parables, illustrations etc.  

We are about to glean from two such stories in the Bible. 



The above scripture is very long, but we will trust the Lord to help us unpack it. 

Family is a very important thing in God’s heart. Even the Bible says He puts the 

solitary in family (Ps68:6). The household of Lot is here before us, so let us see one 

or two lessons that we can learn from this family. 

The days they lived in: 

In the days of Lot and his family, there was great wickedness in the city where they 

lived (Sodom) and God sent messengers (Angels) to see if the cry against Sodom 

was true. As they got there, they found that the cry against the city was true, 

therefore, Sodom was due for utter destruction.  

As they entered the city, Lot who might have learnt hospitality from Abraham (his 

uncle) invited these angels to his house. As they got into the house, the men of the 

city came and asked that the angels be brought out so that they could have 

immoral relationship with them. Does this paint a picture of our days? 

 Lot’s perception of his daughters: 

As the men of the city bombarded Lot’s house and demanded him to bring out 

these angels, Lot made a crucial negotiation for these special guests in his house. 

He said, “Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, 

bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do 

nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof.” 

It is heart breaking to see the kind of heart that Lot carried towards his daughters. 

He was ready to bargain the life of his daughters for strangers in his home. He was 

happy and satisfied for his two daughters to be molested while strangers were kept 

safe under his roof. Look at his words - only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came 

they under the shadow of my roof.” 

He believed that he had responsibility for the welfare of strangers and was not 

concerned on how his two daughters would be treated.  

Unfortunately, we still have fathers and even mothers like Lot in our days. Parents 

who are happy to sacrifice their children for the happiness of another person. 

Some sacrifice the time they should spend with their children in working, in order 

to build a house for their parents etc. While some spend that time in many 

religious activities. May the Lord grant us a sense of responsibility for the children 

He has put under our roofs. 

A divine rescue 



As the angels confirmed the state of the life of the people of Sodom and 

Gomorrah, it became very clear to them that the city must be destroyed. The 

angels then turned towards Lot and asked him to get all his family and move out of 

Sodom.  And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his 

wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the LORD being merciful unto him: and they 

brought him forth, and set him without the city.  

Even though Lot was still lingering between staying and leaving Sodom, God in 

His mercy took him, his wife and two daughters by their hands and led them out 

of Sodom. What a divine rescue! Lot and his household were led out of the city of 

destruction. They were rescued with an instruction, which was not to look back.  

A mother’s tiny peep into the past 

A saying says, “you can force a horse to the riverside, but you cannot force it to 

drink water” Though Lot and his household were mercifully taken out of Sodom, 

the heart of Lot’s wife was in Sodom. She seemed to be walking side by side her 

family members; yet, her heart was way back in Sodom.  Her daughters and 

husband were not her treasures, her treasures were all she had and all she was in 

Sodom, so since where a man’s treasure is, there his heart will be, Lot’s wife took a 

peep back into Sodom and that was how she ended. Her motherhood ended on 

the way out of Sodom to Zoar. Her place was never with her daughters, but rather 

her place was in her earthly pleasures.  Who knows maybe she may have been able 

to raise the small city of Zoar unto the Lord as people hear her testimony of divine 

rescue from a perversed city, but she could not make it into the future God was 

offering her and her entire household because she looked back. 

 

 



Chapter 2 

Mother – 

indispensable 

bridge. 
And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters with him; for 

he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave.  Since the sudden end of Lot’s wife, 

even Lot himself could not dwell in Zoar, fear had captured him. He could not 

continue in Zoar. There was no wife to encourage and support him, therefore he 

left Zoar and went to a mountain and dwelt in a cave. What an irony!  

When a woman misplaces her place in her home, her husband and children suffer a 

great deal. She is meant to be a bridge to her husband and even her growing 

children. When the bridge is broken there is great danger. 

The true colour of the daughters of Lot. 
And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our father is old, and there is not a man in the earth to 
come in unto us after the manner of all the earth: Come, let us make our father drink wine, and 
we will lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father. And they made their father drink 
wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with her father; and he perceived not when she 
lay down, nor when she arose. And it came to pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said unto the 
younger, Behold, I lay yesternight with my father: let us make him drink wine this night also; and 
go thou in, and lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father.  And they made their father 
drink wine that night also: and the younger arose, and lay with him; and he perceived not when 
she lay down, nor when she arose. Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father. 
And the first born bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites 



unto this day.  And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi: the same is 
the father of the children of Ammon unto this day. 
After the end of Lot’s wife and Lot’s relocation to the mountain, and now living in 

a cave with his daughters, the true identity of their daughters came into existence. 

The girls said their father is old and there is no man in the earth to come in unto 

them according to the manner of all the earth. This shows that these girls were 

raised according to the manners of all the earth, and not according to the 

manner or culture of heaven. This is a key thing for every Christian mother as she 

relates with her daughter/daughters, she must raise them according to the heavenly 

culture. There are manners of the earth that are subtly introduced into many 

Christian homes. We have to be vigilant. 

The daughters of Lot concluded within themselves that there was no man for 

them, so it was better to get their father drunk. This is another issue that touched 

my heart concerning these girls. Where did they learn the lifestyle of getting 

someone drunk in order to molest them sexually? This was learnt in Sodom. They 

were daughters who were exposed to the lifestyle of Sodom. They had conceived 

ideas of Sodom and were only waiting for delivery time. Unfortunately their 

mother was not there to uproot wrong ideas and teachings that these girls received 

from friends and teachers in Sodom. She was not a keeper at home, what a 

misfortune! 

Both girls had immoral relationship with their father and conceived and had sons 

each. These sons were 2 nations that were enemies of God. In a mother and 

daughter relationship, concepts, ideas, principles etc. are passed on to a girl. A 

mother is indirectly leaving legacy for her daughter. 

Though God intended Lot’s wife to bringforth seeds that would bruise the 

enemy’s head, her own heel was bruised. Her posterity was eternally damaged. 

The Christian home must be an example of life and godliness to the children that 

are growing there. The girl child must graciously learn day to day experiences from 

her mother’s pursuits.  Life principles and foundations are laid in the home. 

A woman’s place in her home, she must not ignore. A keeper at home she must be, 

for her husband and for her children. She must be a keeper at home indeed, a 

woman who watches over the ways of her daughters at home. 

 

 



Chapter 3  

Gleanings from 

Zelophehad 

household  

          - Preservers of 

their father’s name.  

 
 
 Then came the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, 

the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh the son of Joseph: and these are the names of his 

daughters; Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Tirzah. And they stood before Moses, 

and before Eleazar the priest, and before the princes and all the congregation, by the door of the 

tabernacle of the congregation, saying, Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not in the 

company of them that gathered themselves together against the LORD in the company of Korah; 



but died in his own sin, and had no sons. Why should the name of our father be done away from 

among his family, because he hath no son? Give unto us therefore a possession among the brethren 

of our father. And Moses brought their cause before the LORD. And the LORD spake unto 

Moses, saying,The daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt surely give them a possession 

of an inheritance among their father's brethren; and thou shalt cause the inheritance of their father 

to pass unto them. And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a man die, and 

have no son, then ye shall cause his inheritance to pass unto his daughter. Numbers 27:1-8 

These 5 daughters were daughters of excellence. Unlike Lot’s daughters who 

introduced incest, they demanded for a legacy that last forever. They arose for the 

continuity of their father’s name. 

The Bible does not tell us about their mother, but one thing is certain, they were 

daughters who showed Biblical womanhood. 

They worked in unity, just as Ps133 says there is goodness and pleasantness for 
brethren to dwell together in unity.  It is described as precious ointment. And 
where there is unity, you will find the blessedness of God and even life for 
evermore. 

These daughters understood this, so they maintained oneness amongst one another 
as siblings. Sibling rivalry is a big deal amongst siblings, particularly sisters. But on 
the contrary, these daughters were daughters who were in unity. What a challenge 
for us mothers of girls to labour to see our daughters grow together in unity. 
Building a pattern of praying together as siblings, discussing their views, challenges 
or lessons they are learning from their individual walk with God. A mother of girls 
must deliberately create sisters together time for her daughters to pray together or 
discuss a matter or project. 

These daughters may have been encouraged by their mother in the past to have 
time together to discuss their views on matters at an early age. Maybe their mother 
would have created topics for these sisters to go and discuss amongst themselves, 
or she may have given them few minutes a week or so to go and pray together over 
some current affairs or a course that touches their hearts.  Whatever initiative their 
mother introduced had definitely established their relationship together as siblings. 

The relationship they had built together from childhood now needed to be 

portrayed to the world. The five of them marched like an army even when there 

wasn’t any parental guidance. (Prov 30:27) 

Just like the daughters of Lot who agreed together to get their father drunk for 

their own selfish gain, the daughters of Zelophehad also agreed together to arise to 

secure their father’s name. 



These 5 sisters must have been raised to have an awareness of what the law says 

concerning both male and female and the law of property.  They must have also 

been trained to value their father’s name. They must have been told what would 

happen if their father’s name was done away with from among his family. They 

may have been daughters whose mother had raised to value and respect their 

father.  Whatever upbringing these girls had is a challenge for us. 

These sisters knew what to do. They knew that they needed to arise and act on 

behalf of their father. They knew they needed to see to the continuation of their 

father’s name. They were daughters who knew their identity was not in seeking for 

men after the manner of the earth like the daughters of Lot said. But they knew 

they had lived under the leadership of a man for years whose name they must now 

protect.  

These daughters’ conviction and agreement took them before the priest, princes, 

the congregation of Israel and even Moses. 

They wondered why their father’s name should be forgotten because he has no 

son. They knew that all their father’s name needed in order for it to continue was 

sustaining an inheritance in His name. 

Is this not the issue in our days? The need for daughters who would proclaim 

Jesus’ generation (Is53:8).  Daughters of modest hearts are needed. Daughters who 

will extend modest clothes in the fashion industry are needed; daughters who will 

write hymns, books, and songs are needed for their generations. 

These daughters of Zelophehad finally married amongst their clan. Numbers 

36:10-11. What a joy to have daughters who would grow up to marry in the 

household of faith! 

The daughters of Lot also sought for continuity of their own names, so they got 

their father drunk and got themselves pregnant through him. They are the parents 

of the Ammonites and Moabites. 

They left a legacy which was contrary to God. The daughters of Zelophehad also 

left a legacy, because of their arising, their father’s name was sustained and the law 

of the land was changed to favour women whose fathers died with no sons. 

 

A charge to keep we are given as mothers, a charge to raise biblical daughters who 

will turn the course of history for our God.  Our place in our homes must be for 



the shaping of the future generation that God has kept in our homes for a season. 

The time will come when we would no longer be there with them. The lifestyle 

we’ve raised them with will become their own lifestyle and bedrock for their daily 

living. The principles we’ve built them upon will become the principles they’ll live 

on. Our attitude to life generally, becomes their attitudes to life also. 

What a glorious and delicate position God has put a mother, to shape the future 

leaders. 

Lot’s wife failed in her role in her home. She was given 2 daughters to occupy with 

till God comes, but she occupied herself with the affairs of this world. Her 

daughters borrowed the ideas of the world and they lived out the lifestyle they’d 

secretly seen when their mother was no longer there again. 

 

The mother of the daughters of Zelophehad is an unsung hero, her name is not 

written in the Bible, but the legacy she lived in her home, lived on even after her 

departure. Her secret and silent labour over her daughters paid off. I shall take you 

through some similarities and differences of the daughters of Zelophehad and the 

daughters of Lot. I shall call the daughters of Lot Group A, and the daughters of 

Zelophehad Group B. 

Similarities 

1. They were both girls. 

2. Their fathers were both mentioned. 

3. They were both unified. 

4. They each had a goal. 

5. They each did what was needed to fulfil their goal. 

 

 

Diffrences 

1. Group B’s goal was good, while Group A’s was bad. 

2. Group A’s mother was mentioned, while Group B’s was not. 

3. Group A did what they did for their own gains, while Group B did what 

they did for their father. 

4. Group B had respect for their father, while Group A had none. 

5. Group B had Godly upbringing, while Group A had worldly upbringing.  

 



 

Do you see these? These two groups of girls turned out the way they did 

because of their mothers. How are you doing in your mother daughter 

relationship? Are you there for your daughters, are you laying the future 

foundation now? Are you preparing your daughters for the future God has 

in store for them?  This is a challenge. A saying in Ezekiel 16:44 says “Behold, 

everyone that useth proverbs shall use this proverb against thee, saying, as is the mother, so 

is her daughter.” 

May our daughters become as pillars indeed, may God make us mothers who are 

keepers of the destiny of our daughters in our homes. May our daughters yield to 

our moulding hands. May the future rejoice to have our daughters. May heaven 

also rejoice that our daughters’ generation came as they arise to declare the 

generation of our Lord. Amen. 

 


